
 
 

We Are Celebrating the One-Year Anniversary of J Street! 

Why? What!s the Big Deal? 
 

What is J Street?  
 

J Street was founded in April 2008 to promote meaningful American leadership to end the 

Arab-Israeli and Palestinian-Israeli conflicts peacefully and diplomatically. We support a new 

direction for American policy in the Middle East and a broad public and policy debate about 

the U.S. role in the region. 

 

J Street represents Americans who support Israel and its desire for security as the Jewish 

homeland, as well as the right of the Palestinians to a sovereign state of their own - two states 

living side-by-side in peace and security. We believe ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is 

in the best interests of Israel, the United States, the Palestinians, and the region as a whole. 

 

J Street supports diplomatic solutions over military ones, including in Iran; multilateral over 

unilateral approaches to conflict resolution; and dialogue over confrontation with a wide range 

of countries and actors when conflicts do arise. 

 

J Street advocates forcefully in the policy process, in Congress, in the media, and in the 

Jewish community to make sure public officials and community leaders clearly see the depth 

and breadth of support for our views on Middle East policy among voters and supporters in 

their states and districts. Furthermore, we seek to complement the work of existing 

organizations such as the Alliance for Middle East Peace, Ameinu, Americans for Peace Now, 

Brit Tzedek V!Shalom, the Israel Policy Forum, Meretz USA, New Israel Fund, Rabbis for 

Human Rights, Churches for Middle East Peace, the American Task Force on Palestine as 

well as multiple other organizations and individuals that share our pro-Peace agenda. 

 

Furthermore, on our one-year anniversary, J Street is proud to announce that we have 

welcomed UPZ, the student voice of the Pro-Israel, Pro-Peace movement into our family of 

organizations.  We will continue their work and dramatically expand our efforts on college 

campuses like yours! Wanna get involved? Visit www.upzshalom.org for more information. 

 
What Have We Accomplished?  

 

J Street has already had, in under a year, a real impact on the landscape of American policy, 

politics and communal debate when it comes to Israel and the Middle East.  Through our 

advocacy (501c4) arm, we have amassed an online list of over 105,000 supporters, built a 

network of activists around the country, and conducted two polls on American Jewish opinion.  

J Street now has a recognizable and respected brand name in the media and on Capitol Hill. 

We have held two National Leadership days on Capitol Hill and were welcomed at the White 

House for a special briefing by members of George Mitchell!s Middle East team just last 
month. 



 
 

Can We As Students Really Make a Difference? 
 

Why Is It Important for Students To Get Involved?  
 

Ask yourselves - Is the debate about Israel on my campus a healthy one? Are we able to sit down 
and have a thoughtful, dispassionate conversation about the Arab-Israeli conflict? Are all voices 
welcome at the table? Most students would say Òno.Ó Unfortunately, moderate students across the 
country find themselves in an untenable position, caught between Pro-Palestinian groups who say 
that Israel can do no right and Pro-Israel groups who say that Israel can do no wrong.  The truth lies 
somewhere in between and if we seek to change the dynamic on campus, and indeed across the 
country, then your leadership is critical. That!s why student participation at the inaugural J Street 
National Conference in October 2009 is so important. 
 

With The Situation So Bleak, Can We Really Make a Difference?  
 

With the window closing rapidly on the two-state solution, Gaza reduced to rubble, rockets still flying 
at southern Israel, Hamas and Fatah at odds, the continued presence of West Bank settlements and 
a right-wing Israeli government having been recently elected, many observers find it hard to be 
optimistic. 
 
But having witnessed President Obama's first few months in office we can honestly say that a major 
shift in the Middle East status quo is indeed possible. 
 
But that dream of a final status agreement being signed on the White House lawn won!t be a 
possibility unless the President has the political support he needs to stay actively engaged on this 
issue.  That!s why J Street and other members of the Pro-Israel, Pro-Peace movement are rallying 
their troops from coast to coast.  We must send a clear message to President Obama, that we!ll give 
him the political cover he needs to lead both sides to the negotiating table.   
 
The lack of domestic political support on this issue helped to torpedo President George H.W. Bush!s 
efforts to make peace in the region while such support helped to assist President Clinton!s efforts to 
do the same.  If polling suggests that Americans don!t care about this issue, if polling suggests the 
political risks of trying to tackle the conflict outweigh the benefits, the President won!t put many 
resources into this endeavor and it!s likely to fail.   
 
If the President doesn!t hear from progressive Americans who yearn for a new beginning in the 
Middle East, the greater the chances that right wing voices will continue to put the dream of a two-
state solution on hold, or worse.   
 
Make no mistake; the window is most definitely closing on the two-state solution.  The longer we wait, 
the more lives will be lost and we will have allowed yet another generation to grow up with the 
poisonous hatred that perpetuates this conflict. 
 
This is why J Street!s efforts are so critically important and precisely why we as students must get 
involved on this issue. Change will come from Washington but it won!t come without our support. 
Come to the inaugural J Street National Conference and truly make a difference.  



 
 

Join The Movement! 

Come To The J Street Conference! 
 

 
What Will The Conference Look Like?  

 
J Street's first national conference will bring together dozens of 

organizations and over 1,000 individuals committed to peace and security 

for Israel and the Middle East. Conference attendees will include policy 

makers and experts, grassroots and netroots activists, and Israeli and Arab 

thinkers and leaders, all focused on promoting U.S. diplomatic leadership to 

achieve peace and security. There will also be a special track for college 

students. The Conference will feature conversation and debate about the 

impact of the region's conflicts on politics in America as well as providing a 

showcase for the wide range of exciting new work that is being done here 

and in the Middle East. 

 

The special track for college students will start on the Saturday night that 

precedes the conference and will be tailored specifically to the needs of 

college students. We will discuss how to bring our message back to 

campus, the future of our movement and opportunities for your future. 

 
 

What Topics Will Be Discussed At The Conference?  
 

Some examples of conference workshops will include: US Engagement in 
the Middle East; Is Time Running Out for a Two State Solution; The Debate 
on Israel in the Jewish Community; Media and the Middle East Conflict; 
Israel and the American Progressive Community; The Israeli Palestinian 
conflict through the lens of Culture; The State of Israel!s Peace Movement; 
Building a Domestic Infrastructure for Peace; Online Organizing; What 
Does ÒPro IsraelÓ Mean? 
 

Interested in attending? 
Contact your Party for Peace Host for a Pre-Registration form! 



 
 

We Are Celebrating President Obama!s  

Mideast Accomplishments. Why? 
 

One of our affiliated organizations, Americans for Peace Now (APN), recently published a 

document outlining the reasons why those of us involved on this issue are optimistic about the 

President Obama!s actions thus far vis-à-vis the Arab-Israeli conflict. The complete document 

is available online at www.peacenow.org and selected portions are listed below. 
 

 
In December 2008, APN issued a "First 100 Days Blueprint," laying out suggested actions the Obama Administration 
should take in the Middle East policy arena during its first 100 days in office.     
 
Now, halfway through these first 100 days, a review of the Obama Administration's efforts thus far shows that despite 
coming into office during the worst crisis in the Israeli-Palestinian arena in recent memory, President Barack Obama is off 
to a strong and very promising start in the Middle East, taking action on many of the central items suggested in our 
Blueprint.  These include:   
 
¥    APN!s call for the President to present to the public a vision of robust, sustained and credible U.S. leadership to 
achieve peace. President Obama began doing this when he made good on his campaign commitment to make the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict a priority immediately upon taking office.  He demonstrated his commitment by taking time on his first 
full day in office to call Palestinian President Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Olmert Ð his first calls to foreign leaders.   
 
¥  APN!s call for President Obama to immediately designate "a high-ranking individual, respected and trusted by both 
Israelis and Palestinians, as the lead U.S. official responsible for the Israeli-Palestinian peace track" and to "vest this 
individual with the backing of the President and with real authority to hold Israelis, Palestinians, and other interlocutors 
accountable."  President Obama did just that on his second full day in office, naming Senator George Mitchell as his 
Middle East Peace envoy and noting in his Jan. 22 speech at the State Department that Senator Mitchell "will be fully 
empowered at the negotiating table, and he will sustain our focus on the goal of peace."  Senator Mitchell's visits to the 
region and the announcement of plans to establish an office in Jerusalem underscore the seriousness with which the 
Administration views his mission. 
 
¥  APN!s call for Obama to "Directly address the people of the Middle East Ð Israeli and Arab Ð making clear his personal 
commitment to open a new and more promising chapter in U.S. Middle East policy, and challenging them to embrace 
hope and look for ways to promote a more constructive, secure and peaceful future for their region."  President Obama 
did exactly this when, on January 27, he sat for a lengthy interview Ð his first since taking office Ð on the Arab satellite 
channel Al Arabiya, during which he addressed himself specifically to the Arab and Muslim world.  J STREET NOTE: We 
are also encouraged by President Obama!s recent visit to Turkey where he reaffirmed his commitment to the two-state 
solution and continued the important work of fostering a new relationship between Washington and the Muslim world. 
 
¥  APN!s call for the Obama Administration to make clear that the past policy of non-engagement as a strategy toward 
Syria is over.  This is exactly what the Obama Administration did, first with a meeting in Washington between Acting 
Assistant Secretary Jeffrey Feltman and the Syrian Ambassador to Washington, followed by the recent trip to Damascus 
by Feltman and National Security Council Senior Director for the Middle East Daniel Shapiro. 
 
¥  APN!s call for the Obama Administration to be willing to directly engage Iran without preconditions.  The Obama 
Administration's apparent decision to invite Iran to a regional conference on Afghanistan is an encouraging step in this 
direction. 
 
APN commends President Obama for these very positive and promising actions Ð actions that can set the stage for a 
constructive and truly effective policy in the Middle East in the coming years. 


